 Minutes of the 50+ Forum Steering Group held on 

Monday 7th August 2006 at 10.30am in Room 101 Ystrad Fawr

1.  Welcome:  The Acting Chair, Jean Lane welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Members Present: Jean Lane,  Ralph Thomas, David Morgan, Betty Barker,

              Maureen  Protheroe, Alison Palmer (GAVO), Mandy Sprague (CCBC).

3.  Apologies:  Tony Crawford.

4. Previous minutes:  The minutes of the 3rd July 2006 were agreed as a true record.

5. Matters arising from previous minutes:       

5.1. Leaflets & Pull Up Stands:  Awaiting information.



Action: RT

5.2. Long Term Health Care:   A reply had been received from Dr Brian Gibbons office and this was reviewed briefly.  As anticipated it attempted to defend the indefensible.

6. Officers Reports:

6.1. Treasurer: The Treasurer briefly reported that negotiations for a start up grant from Help the Aged were ongoing and that the Forum bank account remained healthy. 

6.2.  Secretary:  Nothing to report that is not covered elsewhere.

6.3. Vice Chair:  Jean Lane reported on a recent Health & Social Care Group meeting. Topics covered included the Telecare and the Message in a Bottle schemes, and healthy eating.

7. AGM:  The Oasis Centre has been booked for the AGM on Thursday 21st September 2006 to meet availability of John Griffiths AM as guest speaker.  It was agreed that a buffet lunch would be provided and that relevant organisations would be invited to provide information stands. A provisional agenda was agreed and a draft will be prepared for circulation.  A letter to be sent to all members on the Forum circulation list inviting them to attend the AGM.  All members to receive with the AGM notification:  a draft agenda, a nomination form for Steering Group members for 2006/07,  a proposal form for motions to be put forward at the AGM,  a request for any questions for John Griffiths,  a confirmation of attendance form together with any special transport, dietary or other needs.




ACTION: RT/AP


8. Appointment of new Participation Officer:   Steve Thomas is due to start as the new Participation Officer on 21st August.  Steve is from the Rhondda and was an outstanding candidate with a great deal of very relevant experience and should be a great asset to the Forum.  The position will be full time for 12 months and may the revert to part time subject to requirements and available funding.  

9. Correspondence:  A number of publications  were circulated.

10. Forum membership and future development: To be discussed in depth at the October Steering Group meeting (IE: After the AGM).

11. Any Other Business:

11.1. OPAG:  A request has been received for two Forum members to represent Caerphilly at Wales OPAG (Older Persons Advisory Group) meetings.  David Morgan volunteered and one additional volunteer is needed.



ACTION: Steering Group Members

11. 2. Steering Group Membership:  Jean Lane reported that she was unfortunately unable to continue as a member of the Steering Group in 2006/07 but was prepared to continue representing the Forum on the Health & Social Care Group.  This was agreed by all.

11.3. Health Care Issues: Maureen reported that there were problems with calls to GP's becoming premium rate and also that there there were gaps in District Nurse cover at certain times of the day (EG: 7.00am to 9.00am).  Details to be confirmed and followed up with the appropriate agency.







Action: MP/JL/AP





11. Date of Next Meeting:                 

Monday 4th September 2006 at 10.30am,  Room 101 Ystrad Fawr

Meeting closed at 12.30pm

*******************************************



