Minutes of the 50+ Forum Steering Group held on 

Monday 3rd April 2006 at 10.30am in Room 101 Ystrad Fawr
Present:

Tony Crawford (Chair), Ralph Thomas, Deborah Boyce (Participation Officer), Ray Thompson, Betty Williams, Betty Barker, David Morgan, Roger Carr, Jim Mathews, 

1. Welcome:  The Chairman welcomed all present and it was reported that Clive Davies had, sadly, passed away.  A brief moment of silence was held as a mark of respect

2. Apologies:  Jean Lane.

3. Previous minutes:  Minutes of the meeting on 6th February 2006 were approved.

4. Matters arising from previous minutes (Other than those included elsewhere):  

4.1. EASYWARM: Awaiting information from SWALEC for circulation.  

Action: DB
4.2. Laptop & Printer: Supplied.

4.3. Transport – Aberbargoed William Forbes bungalows - Ongoing.



       

4.4. NPC affiliation: No progress with NPC Wales, to be followed up.

Action: RT
4.5. Bank Account: Opened with Lloyds TSB.
4.6. Senghenydd flooding: Awaiting progress.

4.7. Forum meetings: The next meeting is planned for Monday 24th April in


Rhymney.  To be confirmed.






Action: DB

5. Reports:

5.1.  Speaking Up for Our Age Conference, Llandrindod Wells: Four delegates from the Steering Group attended the conference on 27th and 28th March.  A brief report was given on what was a well worthwhile event and a full report will follow from Help the Aged.

5.2.  Positive Action Partnership (PAP) meeting:  D Morgan represented the Steering Group at the PAP meeting on 22nd March and provided relevant feedback.  There were no major issues for the Steering Group.

6. Correspondence:  

The Chairman reported on a reply received from John Griffiths AM, Deputy Minister for Older People following written comments made on a recent National Partnership Forum meeting.  It was agreed that Mr Griffiths be invited to attend a future Caerphilly Forum meeting to discuss our concerns.  It was agreed that he be invited to our AGM in June.
















Action: DB

Turn Over

7. Any Other Business:

7.1. Rent collectors for Council property:  It was generally agreed that the removal of rent collectors could cause problems for many older people.  The Chairman agreed to follow up in writing with Caerphilly CBC.







Action: AC

7.2. Post Office card accounts: It was generally agreed that the planned removal of PO card accounts should be resisted.

7.3. Digital Stories:  It was agreed that requesting a grant for equipment for the forum be deferred pending the result of initial digital story projects planned in conjunction with Blackwood Miners Institute.







Action: DB

7.4. Social Events: The possibility of arranging social events to increase the appeal of the forum to be discussed at the next Steering Group meeting.

7.5. Laptop:  R Thomas gave a brief demonstration of the new laptop and it was emphasised that it was available for all to use as required.  Control over the laptop to be coordinated by the Participation Officer.








Action: DB
8. Next Meeting:

FORUM MEETING Monday 24th April Venue (Rhymney) to be confirmed.

(Steering Group members to meet briefly as necessary)

STEERING GROUP: To be confirmed
Meeting closed at 12.55pm

*******************************************
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