Minutes of the 50+ Forum Steering Group held on 

Monday 6th February 2006 at 10.30am in Room 101 Ystrad Fawr
Present:

Tony Crawford (Chair), Ralph Thomas, Deborah Boyce (Participation Officer), Stan Weston, Betty Williams, Betty Barker, David Morgan, Roger Carr, Jean Lane, Jim Mathews, Mandy Sprague (guest),  Part time: Bill (Billy Board Marketing).

1. Welcome:  The Chairman welcomed all present.





2. Apologies:  Maureen Protheroe, Clive Davies.

3. Previous minutes:  Minutes of the meeting on 16th January 2006 were approved with the addition of apologies from Roger Carr.

4. Matters arising from previous minutes (Other than those included elsewhere):  

4.1. EASYWARM: Awaiting information from SWALEC for circulation.  

Action: DB
4.2. Laptop & Printer: To be followed up with CCBC IT department.                     Action:MS
4.3. Transport - Aberbargoed: Ongoing.




       

4.4. NPC affiliation: In hand.







       Bank Account: In hand with Lloyds TSB.
4.5. Senghenydd flooding: Awaiting progress.

4.6. New Hospital: Betty Barker confirmed that she would attend future meetings of the new hospital Communications Group and Jean Lane would be the back up.

4.7. Intergenerational Community Safety Event: Alternative funding application in hand.

4.8. Disability Living Allowance: A letter of protest against discrimination towards the elderly has been sent to the appropriate government minister (John Hutton MP).

5. Forum Planning: The next Forum meeting is now provisionally on 6th March 2006 in Rhymney, subject to availability of a suitable venue.   Details to be confirmed along with provisional dates for Forum and Steering Group meetings for 2006.
           
Action: DB
6. Correspondence: No major items to report.
7. Reports: 

7.1. National Partnership Forum: Members of the Steering Group who attended the meeting of the NPF as observers on 23rd January 2006 were extremely disappointed in the content of the proceedings.  It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Assembly minister (with copies to the NPF Chair and Roy Noble) expressing our disappointment.

      Action: RT/AC 

7.2. Communications Task & Finish Group, 11th Jan 2006: Ralph and Maureen attended this meeting and the main item of interest was the monies available to the Forum for expenditure on publicity/communications materials (Posters etc.).  Mandy Sprague described the situation in more detail and highlighted that work for the Forum could not now be done in house by CCBC and we should utilise appropriate alternatives (EG: Local printers) 
    Turn Over

8. Any Other Business:

8.1. Banners, posters, leaflets etc:  Ralph circulated a series of draft layouts for posters, banner stands, flyers, newsletter and information cards.  It was generally agreed that we should follow these general lines in conjunction with a local printer/designer where appropriate.

Drafts for posters had been submitted to a local company (Billy Board Marketing, Pontllanfraith) and a representative (Bill) was present part time to display poster etc. designs.  It was agreed that an initial run of posters be organised with Billy Board.
       Action: RT/MP

8.2. Speaking Up for Our Age Conference, Llandrindod Wells, 27/28th March 2006: It was agreed that four places for Forum members be reserved with Help the Aged.           Action: RT Funding to be arranged if possible from 2004/05 CCBC Strategy budget.           Action: MS/DB

8.3. NSF for Older People, 20th March 2006, Llandrindod Wells: DB and JL to attend as previously suggested.         






        Action: DB/JL

8.4. CCBC Public Event, Oasis Centre, Cefn Fforest, Friday 24th February 2006: Ralph ran through a slideshow prepared to promote the 50+ Forum at this event.  It was agreed that this would be used together with posters, flyers etc. as discussed above.                  Action: RT/DB
8.5. Elder Abuse:  Help the Aged are running a campaign on elder abuse and Tony commented that this was a serious problem and should be included as a major item for discussion at the next meeting.







Action: DB 

10. Next Meeting:

FORUM MEETING Monday 6th March Venue (Rhymney) to be confirmed.

(Steering Group members to meet briefly as necessary)

STEERING GROUP: Monday 3rd April, Room 101, Ystrad Fawr (To be confirmed).February 2006 in Room 101, Ystrad Fawr.

Meeting closed at 12.40pm

*******************************************
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